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Off-Highway 
Vehicles  on 
Public  Lands 
in  Utah 


1987  UTAH  OHV*  LAW 


Where  can  you  operate  your  OHV  on  public  lands? 
The  Forest  Service,  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
and  Utah  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation  (listed 
addresses  and  phone  numbers  in  this  brochure) 
can  tell  you  where  OHV  opportunities  are.  Contact 
these  agencies  for  information. 

This  brochure  provides  answers  to  general  ques- 
tions asked  about  OHV  activities  on  public  lands.  It 
summarizes  laws  and  rules  and  safety  recommen- 
dations pertaining  to  OHVs. 

The  new  Utah  OHV  law  now  provides  for  use  of 
registered  dirt  bikes  and  ATVs,  operated  by 
unlicensed  drivers  (down  to  age  8 years  old),  on 
many  public  roads  when  designated  open  to  OHVs. 
Roads  to  be  open  for  dirt  bike  and  ATV  use  are 
only  those  roads  designed  or  maintained  for  “high” 
clearance  vehicles  for  slow  speed  travel.  Roads 
passable  by  passenger  cars  and  other  “low” 
clearance  vehicles  are  not  open  to  dirt  bike  and 
ATV  use. 


OHV  LAW  HIGHLIGHTS 
(other  laws  also  apply) 


• No  person  under  8 years  of  age  may  operate  an 
ATV  or  dirt  bike  on  public  roads  or  lands. 

• Operators  from  8 to  15  years  of  age  must  possess 
a safety  certificate  issued  by  the  Utah  Division  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  (law  effective  July  1,  1988). 

• Dirt  bikes,  ATVs,  and  snowmobiles  must  display  a 
current  state  OHV  registration  sticker  while  being 
operated  or  transported  on  public  lands  or  roads. 

• Safety  helmets  must  be  worn  by  operators  from  8 
to  17  years  of  age.  All  operators  of  any  age  should 
wear  protective  head  gear. 

• Use  only  roads,  trails,  and  areas  designated  open 
for  OHV  use.  Refer  to  agency  Travel  Maps  and 
signing. 

• No  person  shall  operate  vehicles  on  private  land 
without  the  owner’s  permission. 

• No  person  shall  operate  an  OHV  while  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  and/or  any  drug. 


SAFETY  RECOMMENDATIONS 


• Ride  only  on  roads  not  used  by  passenger  cars 
and  other  “low”  clearance  vehicles. 

• Ride  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  and  in  single 
file.  Be  alert  to  oncoming  traffic,  particularly  on 
blind  curves  or  in  dips  and  on  hill  crests. 

• Ride  only  at  safe  speeds  for  existing  conditions. 

• No  person  should  operate  an  ATV  or  dirt  bike 
carrying  a passenger. 

• Parents  and  guardians  should  accompany  and 
supervise  operators  between  the  ages  of  8 to  15  at 
all  times. 

• No  person  under  12  years  of  age  should  operate 
an  ATV  exceeding  125cc’s  in  size  on  any  public 
lands  or  roads. 

• Display  a bright  colored  “whip  flag”  on  ATVs 
when  operating  on  designated  roads  and  in  sand 
dune  areas. 

• Ride  with  headlight  and  taillight  turned  on  at  all 
times. 

• Campground  roads  are  not  open  to  dirt  bike  and 
ATV  use,  except  for  necessary  ingress  and  egress 
to  and  from  campsites. 

• A properly  functioning  USDA  approved  spark  ar- 
restor in  an  operable  muffler  is  required.  It  can  emit 
no  more  than  105  decibels,  20”  from  a measure- 
ment device. 


* OHV  (Off-Highway  Vehicle)  means  any  snow- 
mobile, ATV,  motorcycle,  or  other  off-highway  vehicle 
capable  of  travel  over  unimproved  terrain. 


Always  wear  proper  safety  gear.  USDA  approved  spark  ar- 
restor and  muffler  are  required. 


Ride  only  on  designated  roads  and  trails. 


Refer  to  maps  and  signing. 


■ 


WHERE  CAN  I GET  LOCAL  INFORK 


USDA  FOREST  SERVICE 

REGIONAL  OFFICE 
Federal  Building 
324  25th  Street 
Ogden,  Utah  84401 
(801)  625-5182 

ASHLEY  NATIONAL  FOREST 

Ashton  Energy  Center 

Suite  1150 

1680  W.  Highway  40 

Vernal,  Utah  84078 

(801)  789-1181 

DIXIE  NATIONAL  FOREST 
82  North  100  East 
RO.  Box  580 
Cedar  City,  Utah  84720 
(801)  586-2421 

FISHLAKE  NATIONAL  FOREST 
115  East  900  North 
Richfield,  Utah  84701 
(801)  896-4491 

MANTI-LASAL  NATIONAL  FOREST 
599  W.  Price  River  Drive 
Price,  Utah  84501 
(801)  637-2817 

UINTA  NATIONAL  FOREST 
88  West  100  North 
P.O.  Box  1428 
Provo,  Utah  84603 
(801)  377-5780 

WASATCH-CACHE  NATIONAL  FOREST 

8230  Federal  Building 

125  South  State  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84138 

(801)  524-5030 


IMATION  AND  TRAVEL  MAPS? 


UTAH  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 
OFFICES 

UTAH  STATE  OFFICE 
324  South  State  Street,  Suite  301 
Coordinated  Financial  Services  Building 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84111-2303 
(801)  524-5330 

SALT  LAKE  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
2370  South  2300  West 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84119 
(801)  524-5348 

CEDAR  CITY  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
176  East  D.L.  Sargent  Drive 
Cedar  City,  Utah  84720 
(801)  586-2401 

RICHFIELD  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
150  East  900  North 
Richfield,  Utah  84701 
(801)  896-8221 

MOAB  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
82  East  Dogwood 
PO.  Box  970 
Moab,  Utah  84532 
(801)  259-6111 

VERNAL  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
170  South  500  East 
Vernal,  Utah  84078 
(801)  789-1362 

UTAH  DIVISION  OF  PARKS  AND 
RECREATION 

1636  West  North  Temple,  Suite  116 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84116-3156 
(801)  538-7220 


TREAD  LIGHTLY! 


I Pledge  to 

TREAD  LIGHTLY  by: 

Traveling  only  where  motorized  vehicles  are 

PERMITTED. 

Respecting  the  rights  of  hikers,  skiers, 

CAMPERS,  AND  OTHERS  TO  ENJOY  THEIR  ACTIVITIES 
UNDISTURBED. 

Educating  myself  by  obtaining  travel  maps  and 

REGULATIONS  FROM  PUBLIC  AGENCIES,  COMPLYING 
WITH  SIGNS  AND  BARRIERS,  AND  ASKING  OWNERS' 
PERMISSION  TO  CROSS  PRIVATE  PROPERTY 

Avoiding  streams,  lakeshores,  meadows,  muddy 

ROADS  AND  TRAILS,  STEEP  HILLSIDES,  WILDLIFE, 

AND  LIVESTOCK. 

Driving  responsibly  to  protect  the 

ENVIRONMENT  AND  PRESERVE  OPPORTUNITIES  TO 
ENJOY  MY  VEHICLE  ON  WILD  LANDS. 


CONTACT  FOREST  SERVICE,  BUREAU  OF 
LAND  MANAGEMENT,  OR  UTAH  DIVISION  OF 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  FOR  INFORMA- 
TION ON  TREAD  LIGHTLY 

Ask  for: 

• Tread  Lightly  Brochure 

• Tread  Lightly  Bumper  or  Tank  Stickers 

• Tread  Lightly  Pledge  Cards 
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